Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 01426 13181 1Z 

21 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 /054W 

076679 

R 131715Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2674 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 

CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 1426 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, US, CY 

SUBJECT: FURTHER REACTION TO THE PIKE REPORT 

REF: ATHENS 1369 

1 . PUBLICATION OF THE PIKE COMMITTEE REPORT ON CYPRUS 
GENERATED NO FURTHER NEWS COVERAGE IN THE ATHENS PAPERS 
FEBRUARY 13, FOLLOWING INITIAL REPRINT OF VIRTUALLY THE 
WHOLE REPORT BY ONE PAPER THE PREVIOUS AFTERNOON (REFTEL). 

2. THE ONLY EDITORIAL COMMENT WAS IN TWO SMALL PIECES, 

ONE IN THE PRO-PASOK ATHINAIKI AND THE OTHER IN COMMUNIST 
PARTY OF THE INTERIOR S AVGHI. INTER ALIA, BOTH PIECES 
HIGHLIGHT THE REPORT'S REFERENCES TO IOANNIDES 1 CONTACTS 
WITH THE CIA. 

3. COMMENT: IN THE ABSENCE OF A BETTER EXPLANATION, WE 

CAN ONLY SUGGEST THAT BECAUSE THE REPORT REFUTES STANDING 
GREEK MYTHOLOGY THAT THE U.S. ORGANIZED AND GUIDED THE 
OVERTHROW OF MAKARIOS, THE PRESS HERE HAS CHOSEN LARGELY 
TO IGNORE IT. 

4. AS THE TWO EDITORIALS SUGGEST, IF AND WHEN THERE IS 
A CYPRUS TRIAL HERE, IOANNIDES MAY HAVE DIFFICULTIES 
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SQUARING HIS CONSTANT DENIALS OF ANY CONTACTS WITH THE 
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CIA WITH THE PIKE COMMITTEE REPORT'S ASSERTIONS. 
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